
Beautiful Writing
The art of letters



History of the Alphabet

https://www.khanacademy.org/computing/computer-
science/informationtheory/info-theory/v/history-of-the-alphabet-
language-of-coins-3-9

Phoenician Alphabet

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvzXRtAe0Mw

https://www.khanacademy.org/computing/computer-science/informationtheory/info-theory/v/history-of-the-alphabet-language-of-coins-3-9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvzXRtAe0Mw


The Phoenician alphabet

The Phoenician alphabet developed from the Proto-Canaanite 
alphabet, during the 15th century BC. Before then the Phoenicians 
wrote with a cuneiform script. The earliest known inscriptions in the 
Phoenician alphabet come from Byblos and date back to 1000 BC. 

The Phoenician alphabet was perhaps the first alphabetic script to be 
widely-used - the Phoenicians traded around the Mediterraean and 
beyond, and set up cities and colonies in parts of southern Europe and 
North Africa - and the origins of most alphabetic writing systems can be 
traced back to the Phoenician alphabet, including Greek, Etruscan, 
Latin, Arabic and Hebrew, as well as the scripts of India and East Asia. 





Illuminated Manuscripts

An illuminated manuscript is a manuscript in which the text is supplemented with 
such decoration as initials, borders (marginalia), and miniature illustrations. In the 
strictest definition, the term refers only to manuscripts decorated with either gold 
or silver; but in both common usage and modern scholarship, the term refers to 
any decorated or illustrated manuscript from Western traditions. Comparable Far 
Eastern and Mesoamerican works are described as painted. Islamic manuscripts 
may be referred to as illuminated, illustrated, or painted, though using essentially 
the same techniques as Western works. 

• https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/medieval-world/beginners-guide-to-
medieval-europe/manuscripts/v/manuscripts

• https://mymodernmet.com/how-to-make-medieval-illuminated-manuscripts/

• Book of Kells

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtQAsvUiwPg

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manuscript
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Initial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marginalia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miniature_(illuminated_manuscript)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/medieval-world/beginners-guide-to-medieval-europe/manuscripts/v/manuscripts
https://mymodernmet.com/how-to-make-medieval-illuminated-manuscripts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtQAsvUiwPg


Book of Hours

The book of hours is a Christian devotional book popular in the Middle Ages. It is 
the most common type of surviving medieval illuminated manuscript. Like every 
manuscript, each manuscript book of hours is unique in one way or another, but 
most contain a similar collection of texts, prayers and psalms, often with 
appropriate decorations, for Christian devotion. Illumination or decoration is 
minimal in many examples, often restricted to decorated capital letters at the start 
of psalms and other prayers, but books made for wealthy patrons may be 
extremely lavish, with full-page miniatures. These illustrations would combine 
picturesque scenes of country life with sacred images.[2] Books of hours were 
usually written in Latin (the Latin name for them is horae), although there are many 
entirely or partially written in vernacular European languages, especially Dutch. The 
English term primer is usually now reserved for those books written in English. Tens 
of thousands of books of hours have survived to the present day, in libraries and 
private collections throughout the world. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IId7uRkw2uA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prayer_book
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Ages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illuminated_manuscript
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prayer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miniature_(illuminated_manuscript)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_hours#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vernacular
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IId7uRkw2uA






































Arabic Calligraphy

Calligraphy is the most highly regarded and most fundamental element of Islamic 
art. It is significant that the Qur’an, the book of God’s revelations to the Prophet 
Muhammad, was transmitted in Arabic, and that inherent within the Arabic script is 
the potential for developing a variety of ornamental forms. The employment of 
calligraphy as ornament had a definite aesthetic appeal but often also included an 
underlying talismanic component. While most works of art had legible inscriptions, 
not all Muslims would have been able to read them. One should always keep in 
mind, however, that calligraphy is principally a means to transmit a text, albeit in a 
decorative form.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7e4QBxtCl8

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CxSI0PG6YhY

• https://www.bidoun.org/articles/calligraphy-three-contemporary-artists

• https://www.widewalls.ch/magazine/10-contemporary-graffiti-calligraphers

https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/orna/hd_orna.htm
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/qura/hd_qura.htm
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/isla/hd_isla.htm
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/tira/hd_tira.htm
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/tali/hd_tali.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7e4QBxtCl8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CxSI0PG6YhY
https://www.bidoun.org/articles/calligraphy-three-contemporary-artists
https://www.widewalls.ch/magazine/10-contemporary-graffiti-calligraphers


















Persian Miniature Painting

From the 13th to 17th centuries, the Persian literary masterpieces, like 
Shahnama by Firdowsi, Khamsah by Nizami and many others, were the 
sources of inspiration for painters of various schools and styles of 
Persian/Islamic visual arts. Persian miniature painting started to blossom 
under Ilkhanid patronage in the 13th century, when great focus was put on 
illuminating and illustrating the books. It reached its zenith under the 
patronage of the Timurid rulers in the 14th and 15th centuries, where the 
cities like Tabriz and Hirat were significant centres of manuscript production.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74ZqtCfkNkQ

https://www.bips.ac.uk/case-study/a-note-persian-miniature-painting-
materials-and-techniques/

https://www.bips.ac.uk/case-study/a-note-persian-miniature-painting-materials-and-techniques/
https://www.bips.ac.uk/case-study/a-note-persian-miniature-painting-materials-and-techniques/










Chinese Calligraphy

Calligraphy, literally "beautiful writing," has been appreciated as an art form in many 
different cultures throughout the world, but the stature of calligraphy in Chinese culture is 
unmatched. In China, from a very early period, calligraphy was considered not just a form 
of decorative art; rather, it was viewed as the supreme visual art form, was more valued 
than painting and sculpture, and ranked alongside poetry as a means of self-expression and 
cultivation. How one wrote, in fact, was as important as what one wrote. To understand 
how calligraphy came to occupy such a prominent position, it is necessary to consider a 
variety of factors, such as the materials used in calligraphy and the nature of the Chinese 
written script as well as the esteem in which writing and literacy are held in traditional 
China.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MEN0CzGv5-Y

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=643L5qWQmxw

• https://theculturetrip.com/asia/china/articles/the-power-of-the-word-calligraphy-in-
contemporary-chinese-art/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MEN0CzGv5-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=643L5qWQmxw
https://theculturetrip.com/asia/china/articles/the-power-of-the-word-calligraphy-in-contemporary-chinese-art/


Wang Dongling (1945-

Wang Dongling is one of the most renowned living Chinese 
calligraphers, whose chaotic, sweeping brushstrokes are more akin to 
art than penmanship. His claim that the brush has become an 
extension of his body is proven in his performance pieces and in his 
recent foray into erotic photographs, which explore the sensuality of 
cursive. Drawing on classical Chinese aesthetics and philosophy, Wang 
elevates language to an experimental and abstract level that is made 
relevant to contemporary society.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aZ0IU9HIkrE

https://theculturetrip.com/asia/china/articles/dishu-a-look-at-china-s-street-calligraphers/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aZ0IU9HIkrE
























Wang Tiande (1960-

Trained in calligraphy in Shanghai, Wang originally focused on the art of 
writing. But when the ash from his lit cigarette once fell onto xuan
paper, Wang became mesmerized by the way heat could hollow paper 
and began intentionally burning his works with cigarettes or incense. 
His pieces now integrate language, texture, and image into a unique 
and innovative medium that obscures meaning. Wang is highly 
experimental. In addition to his ink paintings, he has also produced 
digital photography whose subject matter is burned paper piled up to 
give the impression of a mountainous landscape.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CqGSjLTdEo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CqGSjLTdEo


















Alan Abraham

The artwork of Alan Michael Abraham is the result of many years of professional 
experience for the Fine Arts Community, the Entertainment Business and Advertising 
Reproduction. Alan is a second generation artist of Chinese and Turkish/Syrian 
heritage. His rich cultural background exposed him to the artful expressions of two distinct 
worlds whose depictions of the world and language varies widely.

A graduate of the School of Art at Kutztown State University, Alan learned traditional 
techniques while experimenting with alchemy. As a chemistry minor, he studied the effects 
of different chemicals and watercolor inks. The results were often uncontrollable, yet with 
many failures there are many successes, too.

In honor of the Chinese New Year Zodiac Animal Symbols the series of the 'T W E L V E' is 
featured here. Each of the twelve animals are done in watercolor paint and inks on heavy 
cold press Arches Watercolor Paper measuring 18 inches by 24 inches. 

• http://alan-abraham-bb6n.squarespace.com/

http://alan-abraham-bb6n.squarespace.com/






















Assignment Suggestions

• Illuminate your initials.

• Illustrate a poem and incorporate the text in your work.

• Incorporate text in an artwork.

• Paint large using a large brush attached to a stick.

• Collage text into an artwork.

• Use text as a wallpaper in your artwork.


