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Marcel Duchamp (1887-1968)

Henri-Robert-Marcel Duchamp was a French-American painter, 
sculptor, chess player, and writer whose work is associated with 
Cubism, Dada, and conceptual art. Duchamp is commonly 
regarded, along with Pablo Picasso and Henri Matisse, as one of 
the three artists who helped to define the revolutionary 
developments in the plastic arts in the opening decades of the 20th 
century, responsible for significant developments in painting and 
sculpture.

Duchamp has had an immense impact on twentieth-century and 
twenty first-century art, and he had a seminal influence on the 
development of conceptual art. By the time of World War I he had 
rejected the work of many of his fellow artists (such as Henri 
Matisse) as "retinal" art, intended only to please the eye. Instead, 
Duchamp wanted to use art to serve the mind.

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-1010/dada-and-
surrealism/dada2/v/duchamp-3-standard-stoppages

https://www.moma.org/collection/works/78990
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Joseph Beuys (1921-1986)

Joseph Beuys was a German Fluxus, happening, and performance artist

as well as a painter, sculptor, medallist, installation artist, graphic artist, art 

theorist, and pedagogue. 

His extensive work is grounded in concepts of humanism, social 

philosophy and anthroposophy; it culminates in his "extended definition of 

art" and the idea of social sculpture as a gesamtkunstwerk, for which he 

claimed a creative, participatory role in shaping society and politics. His 

career was characterized by open public debates on a very wide range of 

subjects including political, environmental, social and long term cultural 

trends. He is widely regarded as one of the most influential artists of the 

second half of the 20th century.

https://ropac.net/artists/29-joseph-beuys-estate/

https://www.nationalgalleries.org/art-and-artists/features/joseph-beuys-

learning-resource

https://www.artnews.com/feature/joseph-beuys-who-is-he-why-is-he-

important-1234580650/
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Donald Judd (1928-1994)

Donald Clarence Judd was an American artist associated with minimalism (a term he nonetheless stridently 
disavowed). In his work, Judd sought autonomy and clarity for the constructed object and the space created by it, 
ultimately achieving a rigorously democratic presentation without compositional hierarchy. Nevertheless, he is generally 
considered the leading international exponent of "minimalism," and its most important theoretician through such seminal 
writings as "Specific Objects" (1964). Judd voices his unorthodox perception of minimalism in Arts Yearbook 8, where he 
asserts; "The new three dimensional work doesn't constitute a movement, school, or style. The common aspects are too 
general and too little common to define a movement. The differences are greater than the similarities.

In the early seventies Judd started making annual trips to Baja California with his family. He was affected by the clean, 
empty desert and this strong attachment to the land would remain with him for the rest of his life. In 1971 he rented a 
house in Marfa, Texas, where he would later buy numerous buildings and acquired over 32,000 acres (130 km2) of 
ranch land, collectively known as Ayala de Chinati.[15] During this decade, Judd's art increased in scale and complexity.
He started making room sized installations that made the spaces themselves his playground and the viewing of his art a 
visceral, physical experience. Throughout the 1970s and 1980s he produced radical work that eschewed the 
classical European ideals of representational sculpture. Judd believed that art should not represent anything, 
that it should unequivocally stand on its own and simply exist. His aesthetic followed his own strict rules 
against illusion and falsity, producing work that was clear, strong and definite.

https://ropac.net/artists/48-donald-judd-foundation/

https://gagosian.com/news/2020/08/18/moma-virtual-views-donald-judd-ann-temkin-video/

Enter the Iconic Spaces of Donald Judd | Architectural Digest
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Richard Long (1945-

Sir Richard Julian Long, CBE, RA is an English sculptor and one of the 
best-known British land artists. Long is the only artist to have been 
short-listed four times for the Turner Prize. He was nominated in 1984, 
1987 and 1988, and then won the award in 1989 for White Water Line. 
Long's work has broadened the idea of sculpture to be a part of 
performance art and conceptual art. His work typically is made of 
earth, rock, mud, stone and other nature based materials. In 
exhibitions his work is typically displayed with the materials or through 
documentary photographs of his performances and experiences. 
https://sculpturemagazine.art/ideas-can-last-forever-a-conversation-
with-richard-long/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJ_TLCJ6vG4&feature=emb_rel_e
nd

https://sculpturemagazine.art/ideas-can-last-forever-a-conversation-with-richard-long/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJ_TLCJ6vG4&feature=emb_rel_end






















Robert Irwin (1928-

Robert W. Irwin is an American installation artist who has explored 
perception and the conditional in art. He is renowned for his innovative 
site-conditioned artworks that explore the effects of light through 
interventions in space and architecture.

https://www.pbs.org/video/what-is-the-light-and-space-movement/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QarMpkV9kS8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d6deeU_bk2U

https://www.pbs.org/video/walk-through-robert-irwins-dawn-to-dusk/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d6deeU_bk2U
https://www.pbs.org/video/walk-through-robert-irwins-dawn-to-dusk/
























Assignment Suggestions

• Find one or more ready-made objects and photograph them.

• Create a painting using your hands (gloves no brush).

• Create an artwork using colored boxes or frames.

• Create a circular artwork.

• Create an artwork that plays with light in space or architecture (e.g., 
follow the light in a room in your house or a spot in your yard at 
different times of the day)


