
Torn Paper
The Myriad of Ways Artists Collage



Collage

Collageis a technique of art creation by which art results from an 
assemblageof different forms, thus creating a new whole.

A collage may sometimes include magazine and newspaper clippings, 
ribbons, paint, bits of colored or handmade papers, portions of other 
artwork or texts, photographsand other found objects, glued to a piece 
of paper or canvas. The origins of collage can be traced back hundreds 
of years, but this technique made a dramatic reappearance in the early 
20th century as an art form of novelty. 

The term Papier colléwas coined by both Georges Braqueand Pablo 
Picassoin the beginning of the 20th century when collage became a 
distinctive part of modern art.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assemblage_(art)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clipping_(publications)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ribbon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Photograph
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Found_object
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papier_coll%C3%A9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georges_Braque
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pablo_Picasso
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_art


Chigiri-e (Painting with Torn Paper)

Chigiri-e (to tear or shred) is a Japanese art form in which the primary technique uses colored paper
that is torn to create images, and may resemble a water color painting. The technique dates from 
the Heian periodof Japanese historywhen it was often used in conjunction with calligraphy. 
Handmade paper is essential for the creation of chigiri-e images.

It can be used to create either realistic images or abstract ones. Its use in Japan is often decorative, 
using flowers and landscapes as subject matter. The paper may be colored by the craftsman paper-
maker but many chigiri-e artists color the paper themselves, using vegetable dyes, colored inks or 
powder pigments. The paper most often used is Tengujoshi: a handmade, long-fibered, very light 
weight paper (0.03 millimetresthickness). 

The craft of paper-making had almost disappeared until, in the early 1900s, a craftsman developed 
Tengujoshi, one of the strongest and finest papers currently made. The craft takes three years to 
learn. This paper, due to its strength, transparency and lightness, is also used for repairing and 
restoring paintings and other art works. The paper can be made in any range of colors, or may be 
uncolored. Although very light weight its long fibers assure its strength. It is made with 100% 
mulberryand is sifted through bamboo boards woven with a layer of silk; only about 100 sheets 
may be produced in one day. There is also a less-labor-intensive machine-made version of Tengujo
paper. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=58htfoXn0g8

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heian_period
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Japan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dyes
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tengujoshi&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mulberry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=58htfoXn0g8


GuittaCorey

I began my career as a printmaker, and have thus always had a fondness for fine paper. For years, I 
have collected washiand other decorative papers, and in 1994 I began creating collages using these 
lovely sheets. The fantastic qualities of the papers suggest natural environments. They inspire me to 
use the colors and textures inherent in the paper to depict the landscapes I see around me. Like the 
paintings of the Impressionists, these collages are not about lines, but rather dissolve into bits of 
color and texture when viewed up close. The work should be examined this way to appreciate the 
beautiful and unusual papers that make up the images. Embedded flecks of gold and silver leaf may 
Ǝƭƛƴǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ CǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ Ŧƻƻƭ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ 
cohesive image.

This type of collage is called chigiri-e, or painting with paper. Often I overlap several different papers 
to achieve the effect I want, as a painter might use thin glazes of color.

To protect the integrity of the papers, the finished pieces are coated with a UV protective coating. 
The works should be framed behind conservation glass or museum glass, which offers additional UV 
protection. As with any artwork made from natural materials, these collages should be kept out of 
direct sunlight.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QDewwLGVWBc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QDewwLGVWBc














Georges Braque (1882-1963)

Georges Braque was a major 20th-century French painter, 
collagist, draughtsman, printmaker and sculptor. His most 
important contributions to the history of art were in his 
alliance with Fauvism from 1905, and the role he played in 
the development of Cubism. Braque's work between 1908 
and 1912 is closely associated with that of his colleague 
Pablo Picasso. Their respective Cubist works were 
indistinguishable for many years, yet the quiet nature of 
Braque was partially eclipsed by the fame and notoriety of 
Picasso.

Åhttps://www.pbs.org/video/wedu-arts-plus-201-georges-
braque/
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fauvism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cubism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pablo_Picasso
https://www.pbs.org/video/wedu-arts-plus-201-georges-braque/





