
Wax on, Wax off
Batik art of Indonesia



Indonesia

Åhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PA7gFnYfBqo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PA7gFnYfBqo


Indonesian Weaving

Åhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2-vYMv-nH8

Åhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4sH8P421Lbk

ÅBasically there are three major textiles groupings: ikat, songketand 
batik. ... The Indonesian word ikat, which means to tie or bind, is used 
as the name for intricately patterned cloth whose threads are tie-
dyed by a vaerpainstaking and skillful process before they are woven 
together.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4sH8P421Lbk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4sH8P421Lbk


Ikat

Ikat is a method of tie-dying patterns onto thread before they are woven together. It is associated most with the Malay people of 
Nusa Tengarra, who still wear ikat in their ceremonial clothes and their everyday wear. The most well-known stuffτselendang
(shawls), selimut(blankets), sarongs, burial clothes for the deadτcomes from Sumba and Flores. Ikat is an Indonesian word that 
ƳŜŀƴǎ άǘƻ ōƛƴŘΦέ 

Ikat has traditionally been made by women with handspun cotton colored with dyes made from local plants and minerals, often 
featuring brown and indigo hues. These days more manufactured dyes and threads are being used but traditional methods are still 
prized. 

Ikat methods are believed to have been invented over 2000 years ago in Vietnam and southern China and brought to Indonesia bythe 
ancient Vietnamese Dongsonculture. Styles and motifs vary from village to village and depend on the purpose of the item. In some 
places valuable pieces are given to brides as part of their dowry and valued pieces can only worn by people of high status. Some
motifs are believed to have their origins among the Dongsonpeople. 

The first step in making ikat is spinning the thread with a spindle. The thread is often stiffened and strengthened by givingit a bath in 
roasted maize of grated cassava. Blue dyes have traditionally come from the indigo plant. Red dyes on Sumba have traditionally come 
from the bark and roots of the kombu tree. Purple is produced by dying with indigo and then with kombu 

The threads are dipped in dye. Sections that are not dyed are bound together with a dye-resistant fiber. Separate drying is donefor 
each color. The process requires great skill because the dyer works out in advance were the dye will appear for a design before it is 
even woven. After dying the cloth is woven with a hand loom. 

Å https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KECVOceXWkc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KECVOceXWkc




Songket

Songketis a fabric that belongs to the brocade family of textiles of the 
Malay world today, Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore. It is 
hand-woven in silk or cotton, and intricately patterned with gold or 
silver threads. The metallic threads stand out against the background 
cloth to create a shimmering effect. 

Åhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVMCNpeCWXY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVMCNpeCWXY




Indonesian Batik

Batik[n 1] is an Indonesiantechnique of wax-resistdyeingapplied to the whole cloth.[1][2][3] This technique originated from the island of Java, Indonesia.[4]

Batik is made either by drawing dots and lines of the resistwith a spouted tool called a canting,[n 2] or by printing the resist with a copperstamp called a 
cap.[n 3][5] The applied wax resists dyes and therefore allows the artisan to colourselectively by soaking the cloth in one colour, removing the wax with 
boiling water, and repeating if multiple coloursare desired.[4]

Batik is an ancient art form of Indonesiamade with wax resistant dye on fabrics.[6][7] Indonesian coastal batik (batik pesisir) made in the island of Javahas 
a history of acculturation, a mixture of native and foreign cultures.[8] It is a newer model compared to inland batik, and it uses more colors, though the 
patterns are a lot less intricate. This is because inland batik used to be made by select experts living in palace areas, while coastal batik can be made by 
anyone.[9]

Batik is very important to Indonesians and many people would wear it to formal or casual events. Batik is commonly used by Indonesiansin various 
rituals, ceremonies, traditions, celebrations, and even in daily uses.[10]

On October 2, 2009, UNESCOofficially recognized the batik (written batik (batik tulis) and stamped batik (batik cap)) as a Masterpiece of Oral and 
Intangible Heritage of Humanityfrom Indonesia, and encouraged the Indonesian people and the Indonesian government to safeguard, transmit, 
promote, and develop the craftsmanship of batik.[1] Since then, Indonesia celebrates "the National Batik Day" (in Indonesian: Hari Batik Nasional) 
annually on October 2. Nowadays, Indonesians would wear batik in honor of this ancient tradition.[10]

In the same year, UNESCOalso recognized "Education and training in Indonesian Batik intangible cultural heritage for elementary, junior, senior, 
vocational school and polytechnic students, in collaboration with the Batik Museum in Pekalongan" as Masterpiece of Oral and Intangible Heritage of 
Humanityin Register of Good Safeguarding Practices List.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wylWYSHkzoQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLTmu5m5bFU(use this)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-nsMFIZfBiE(22 mins)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aiddPFl2X2M(3 mins history in Java gppd)
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Indonesian Batik

Åhttps://www.facebook.com/batikpopiler/videos/875455119501261
(short)

Åhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptLnbNQ2AxY(9 mins)

https://www.facebook.com/batikpopiler/videos/875455119501261
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptLnbNQ2AxY






Imaroh

From the 2006 Yogyakarta 
earthquake to the COVID-19 
pandemic, 52-year-old batik 
craftswoman Imarohhas endured 
many hardships to preserve the 
cultural heritage that has been a 
part of her life for decades. 

Åhttps://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=t86zi0aT9xc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t86zi0aT9xc


ChuahTheanTeng (1914-2008)

DatukChuahTheanTeng,alsoknown 
as Cai Tianding, was a Malaysian 
artist who is widely credited for 
developing batik as a painting 
technique.

Åhttps://www.pbs.org/video/antique
s-roadshow-appraisal-chuah-thean-
teng-batik-textile-ca-1965/

Åhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=D3LPdFyM_qQ
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Thetis Blacker (1927-2006)

Ann Thetis Blackerwas an English painter and singer. She was noted for her richly colored 
pictures, especially using the batikwax-resist fabric dyeing process.[1]

Blacker was born in HolmburySt Mary, Surrey, England.[2] She was the daughter of Carlos Paton 
Blacker, a psychiatrist, and granddaughter of Carlos Blacker, a friend of Oscar Wilde. Blacker 
intended to be a singer and studied with the German mezzo-soprano singer Elena Gerhardtin 
London. She appeared in the chorus at Glyndebourneopera in the 1950s and sang the role of 
"Mother Goose" in The Rake's Progressby Igor Stravinsky.[1] When her singing career was cut 
short by vocal issues in the mid-1950s, Blacker turned her focus to painting.[3] She studied at the 
Chelsea School of Artin London and was taught by the wife of the artist Leonard Campbell Taylor, 
Brenda Moore.[1]

In 1970, Blacker became a Churchill Fellowand visited India, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, Singapore, 
and Thailand. She worked at the Batik Research Institutein Yogyakarta, Indonesia. She went on to 
visit Baliand Peru, influencing her style of brightly colored symbolic pictures using batikdyed 
fabric.[4] A number of cathedrals and churches in the United Kingdom, the rest of Europe, and the 
United States commissioned her work including a series of five major pieces based on mythical 
themes: Apocalypse(at St Andrew's House), Arbor Cosmica, A Bestiary of Mythical Creatures, The 
Creation(at Winchester Cathedral), and Search for the Simurgh. 

https://marinaelphick.com/2014/10/21/batik-artist-thetis-blacker/
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