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History and How it Was Made

The term stained glassrefers to colouredglassas a material and to works created from it. 
Throughout its thousand-year history, the term has been applied almost exclusively to the windows 
of churches and other significant religious buildings. Although traditionally made in flat panels and 
used as windows, the creations of modern stained glass artistsalso include three-dimensional 
structures and sculpture. Modern vernacular usage has often extended the term "stained glass" to 
include domestic lead lightand objetsd'art created from foil glassworkexemplified in the famous 
lamps of Louis Comfort Tiffany. 

As a material stained glassis glass that has been colored by adding metallic saltsduring its 
manufacture, and usually then further decorating it in various ways. The colouredglass is crafted 
into stained glass windowsin which small pieces of glass are arranged to form patterns or pictures, 
held together (traditionally) by strips of lead and supported by a rigid frame. Painteddetails and 
yellow stainare often used to enhance the design. The term stained glassis also applied to windows 
in enamelledglassin which the colors have been painted onto the glass and then fused to the glass 
in a kiln; very often this technique is only applied to parts of a window. 

Åhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rkoEqFHhELA (8 mins)

Åhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5NOrG888CI(4 mins)
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Notre Dame de Paris

Notre Dame's Famous Stained-Glass Windows Appear to Survive Fire. 
... According to the Catholic News Agency, the west roseis the oldest of 
the windows, created in 1225, and was the largest rose window in the 
world at that time. The north and south rose windows were created 
around 1250-1260.

Åhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-hNH7JcSNVc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-hNH7JcSNVc






Chartres

The stained glass windows of Chartres Cathedral are held to be one of 
the best-preserved and most complete set of medieval stained glass, 
notably celebrated for their colors, especially their cobalt blue. 

Åhttps://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/early-
europe-and-colonial-americas/medieval-europe-islamic-
world/v/chartres-cathedral (18mins--start at 13 mins)

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/early-europe-and-colonial-americas/medieval-europe-islamic-world/v/chartres-cathedral%20(18










Sainte-Chapelle

5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƧŜǿŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀȅƻƴƴŀƴǘ DƻǘƘƛŎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣέ tŀǊƛǎϥ 
stunning Sainte-Chapellewas built in the 13th century by King Louis IX. 
Initially intended to house precious relics, Sainte-Chapelle is 
particularly renowned for its collection of 15 windows. Measuring 
nearly 50 feet in height, each monumental window depicts a sparkling 
interpretation of a biblical scene rendered in gem-like tones and 
impressive detail. In addition to these vertical masterpieces, the 
medieval chapel is also celebrated for the rich tracery and 
kaleidoscopic colors of its rose window.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=828f2Tlojvc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=828f2Tlojvc



