cARTography

Beautiful Distortions



History of Maps

The history of cartography refers to the development and consequences of cartography, or
mapmaking technology, throughout human history. Maps have been one of the most important human
inventions for millennia, allowing humans to explain and navigate their way through the world.

When and how the earliest maps were made are unknown, but maps of local terrain are believed to

have been mdePendently invented by many cultures. The earliest surwylnP maps include cave

Ealntlngs and etchings on tusk and stone. Maps were produced extensively by ancient Babylon,
reece, Rome, China, and India.

The earliest maps ignored the curvature of Earth's surface, both because the shape of the Earth was
uncertain and because the curvature is not important across the small areas being maﬁped. However,
since the age of Classical Greece, maps of large regions, and especially of the world, have

usetﬂ projection from a model globe in order to control how the inevitable distortion gets apportioned
on the map.

* https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w8WO0MerYOWE

* https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KDdIsbh8IhE

* https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S3R-rP8dawM (Why Maps are Wrong)
* https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfXKgIG Lr0

* https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d3Map90PUpE (Top 10 Ancient maps)



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cartography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cave_painting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Map_projection
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w8W0MerY0WE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KDdlsbh8IhE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S3R-rP8dawM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfXKgIG_Lr0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d3Map90PUpE

e https://weburbanist.com/2011/05/30/creative-cartography-15-artists-
transforming-maps/

e https://www.moma.org/learn/moma learning/alighiero-boetti-map-of-
the-world-1989/

e https://www.faena.com/aleph/7-of-the-most-beautiful-maps-in-history

e https://geocawesomeness.com/top-20-amazing-beautiful-maps-youve-
ever-seen/

* https://arcade.stanford.edu/occasion/aboriginal-story-systems-re-
mapping-west-knowing-country-sharing-space

* https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=31-Z0ciatMU

e https://art21.org/read/maps-providing-a-sense-of-direction/



https://weburbanist.com/2011/05/30/creative-cartography-15-artists-transforming-maps/
https://www.moma.org/learn/moma_learning/alighiero-boetti-map-of-the-world-1989/
https://www.faena.com/aleph/7-of-the-most-beautiful-maps-in-history
https://geoawesomeness.com/top-20-amazing-beautiful-maps-youve-ever-seen/
https://arcade.stanford.edu/occasion/aboriginal-story-systems-re-mapping-west-knowing-country-sharing-space
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3I-Z0ciatMU
https://art21.org/read/maps-providing-a-sense-of-direction/

Babylonian Map of the World

The Babylonian Map of the World (or Imago Mundi) is a Babylonian clay

tablet written in the Akkadian language. Dated to no earlier than the 9th century BC
(with a late 8th or 7th date being more likely), it includes a brief and partially lost
textual description. The tablet describes thé oldest known depiction of the Known
world. Ever since its discovery there have been a variety of divergent views on
what it represents in general and about specific features in particular.X

The map is centered on the Euphrates, flowing from the north (top) to the south
(bottom). The city of Babylon is shown on the Euphrates, in the northern half of the
map. The mouth of the Euphrates is labelled "swamp" and "outflow". Susa, the
capital of Elam, is shown to the south, Urartu to the northeast, and Habban, the
capital of the Kassites is shown (incorrectly) to the northwest. Mesopotamia is
surrounded by a circular "bitter river" or Ocean, and seven or eight "regions",
depicted as triangular sections, are shown as lying beyond the Ocean. It has been
suggested that the depiction of these "regions™ as triangles might indicate that they
were imagined as mountains.2

https://joyofmuseums.com/museums/united-kingdom-museums/london-
museums/british-museum/iImago-mundil/



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylonia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clay_tablet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akkadian_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labeling_(map_design)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_world_maps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylonian_Map_of_the_World#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euphrates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Susa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urartu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kassites
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylonian_Map_of_the_World#cite_note-2
https://joyofmuseums.com/museums/united-kingdom-museums/london-museums/british-museum/imago-mundi/
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Gerardus Mercator

Gerardus Mercator (/d31'ra:rdes ma:r'kertar/;lalblcl 5 March 1512 — 2 December 1594)d was a 16th-

century geographer, cosmographer and cartographer from the County of Flanders. He is most renowned for
creating the world map based on a new ﬁrolectlon which represented saliling courses of constant bearing
(rhumblines) as straight lines—an innovation that is still employed in nautical charts.

Mercator was a highly influential pioneer in the history of cartography.[tl2l Along with Gemma Frisius and Abraham
Ortelius, he is gienerally considered one of the founders of the Netherlandish school of cartography and geography.
He is also widely considered the most notable figure of the school. Tn his own day, he was a notable maker of
globes and scientific instruments. In addition, he had interests in theology, philosophy, history, mathematics

and geomagnetism. He was also an accomplished engraver and calligrapher. Unlike other great scholars of the
age, he travelled little and his knowledge of geography came from his library of over a thousand books and maps,
from his visitors and from his vast correspondence (in six languages) with other scholars, statesmen, travellers,
merchants and seamen. Mercator's early maps were in large tormats suitable for wall mounting but in the second
half of his life, he produced over 100 new regional maps in a smaller format suitable for binding into his Atlas of
1595. This was the first appearance of the word Atlas In reference to a book of maps. However, Mercator used it as
a neologism for a treatise (Cosmologia) on the creation, hIStOI’¥ and _descrléotlon of the universe, not simply a
collection of maps. He chose the word as a commemoration of the Titan Atlas, "King of Mauretania”, whom he
considered to be the first great geographer.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01iTDxOEcpA&t=56s



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerardus_Mercator#cite_note-dictionary.com-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerardus_Mercator#cite_note-pronumciation1-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerardus_Mercator#cite_note-pronumciation2-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerardus_Mercator#cite_note-birthdeathdates-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geographer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cosmographer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cartography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_of_Flanders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercator_1569_world_map
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercator_projection
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhumb_line
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_cartography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerardus_Mercator#cite_note-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerardus_Mercator#cite_note-Krogt2015-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gemma_Frisius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Ortelius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_modern_Netherlandish_cartography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geomagnetism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engraving
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calligraphy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlas_(mythology)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1iTDxOEcpA&t=56s

e —— . ——

R S g T NDIOSA 0

eefall Gerands Mércatory Dotmine Richande’ Gnnlmﬁwcnpbnc a¢ egberarum Lonarmm Aty .nmmﬂ a0 Fawtoed oo, iy véferis .nmci(u; a¢ fomiliasitatis muamd' ﬂumﬂ&lm Mereator faeri ¢
. - Zr g e S e - oy potr—

Ly £ . e
& . > < ) . ol
. &7/ »
~ v ‘)
LD . P73 TN
A V0 A N . 3 N
i \ {/ 2N 2 I 3
J - 5 - |
i >3 o~ 7, =
D 4 £ a9
AN - )
5 : 1
SN\ "{'. . 4
A AN ) >
f : R
“ J X
S 3 . 5 E
" o 5 o
A A n <
> j 5 [
o QAe, * X
7o\ e .:n.‘ Ao 0
by -~
Ui :if " S
I i -
‘ o
e -2 -
. 5 3
A o = f
o - ™
ay”
X} -
b 45 i . v L O $
. " "] . - -
s ‘16-1 N 543 ot
3 G ¥o' 1 A 3 - Lo
% '. Il B "
- - - - E
. l 0 ¥
" A Y T '
- 3 o T
(P a 4] - y X
-3 N . A : -~

5.







THE WORLD
ACGORDINGTO

HECATAUS.
About SO C,

W







Jasper Johns Map

Map is a 1961 oil-on-canvas painting by Jasper Johns. It
represents the overall proportions and shapes of the states of
the United States and parts of Mexico and Canada, although
executed with a more "energetic application of paint" than found
in cartography. The names of the states and ocean areas are
stencilled.

* https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wer4F-2qd-Y



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wer4F-2qd-Y
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Yin Xiuzhen

Yin Xiuzhen is a Chinese sculpture and installation artist. She
incorporates used textiles and keepsakes from her childhood in

Beijing to show the connection between memory and cultural
identity.

http://www.artists4climate.com/en/artists/yin-xiuzhen/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=egRHAGtystQ&t=37s



http://www.artists4climate.com/en/artists/yin-xiuzhen/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=egRHAGtystQ&t=37s
















Sarah Sze

Sarah Sze is an American artist widely recognized for challenging
the boundaries of painting, installation, and architecture. Sze's
sculptural practice ranges from slight gestures discovered in
hidden spaces to expansive installations that scale walls and
colonize architectures.

https://art21.org/playlist/teaching-with-maps/

https://art21.org/playlist/teaching-with-maps/#/10 (Designing a
Subway Station)



https://art21.org/playlist/teaching-with-maps/
https://art21.org/playlist/teaching-with-maps/#/10










Maya Lin

Ebb and Flow
nttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v= r-9VB04eFg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4wDml-aL4M&t=21s

https://scma.smith.edu/art/exhibitions/maya-lin-mappings-0

nttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4wDml-aL4M (maps)

nttps://art21.org/playlist/teaching-with-maps/#/8 (map)

nttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BsrLVPu5ot| (overview of her

work)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_r-9VB04eFg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4wDmI-aL4M&t=21s
https://scma.smith.edu/art/exhibitions/maya-lin-mappings-0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4wDmI-aL4M
https://art21.org/playlist/teaching-with-maps/#/8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BsrLVPu5otI
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Joyce Kozloff

Joyce Kozloff is an American artist whose politically engaged
work has been based on cartography since the early 1990s.
Kozloff was one of the original members of the Pattern and
Decoration movement and was an early artist in the 1970s
feminist art movements.

https://vimeo.com/521538840



https://vimeo.com/521538840
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Gareth Fuller

Fuller is a British artist known for his intricate drawings and map
art of cities and places that he explores. He drafts
impressionistic "'mind maps" of places where he has lived. Fuller
is the pen name of Gareth Fuller of London, England, who was
previously known as Gareth Wood.

* https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/artist-documenting-every-
day-in-covid-19-quarantine-opera-singer-stuck-at-home/2318262/



https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/artist-documenting-every-day-in-covid-19-quarantine-opera-singer-stuck-at-home/2318262/
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Nikki Rosato

As a recent transplant to Washington, DC, with a view of the White House from the front of my
apartment building, | find myself continuously inundated by the current political climate. While | can
turn off the TV to come up for air, | cannot escape the overwhelming feeling that our individuality
has been lost. Humanity is being removed from the conversation, and we are instead being treated
as objects in a game that is spiralin%out of control. As a woman, | am directly impacted by how
those in power regard women and how their ideologies trickle down into society.

My work focuses on the individual and emerges from an obsession with the human body: the vessel
that provides life and encapsulates our personal story. | find many parallels between map and body,
both visual and symbolic. The land is just as alive as we are—map lines are unique imprints,
signifying movement and life flowing across the earth.

In the Object series, I'm exploring the perception of object versus individual. Each piece creates a
kaleidoscopic pattern where the object’s overall shape and its individual human elements challenge
each other through visual flux.

* https://www.jonathanferraragallery.com/artists/nikki-rosato/featured-works?view=slider
e https://www.nikkirosato.com/cut-road-map



https://www.nikkirosato.com/cut-road-map
https://www.nikkirosato.com/cut-road-map
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Molly Brown

You can find Brown in her Molly Maps studio, in South Portland, creating woodcut prints
with puzzle-like coastlines glowing gold against a cobalt sea, watercolor bird’'s-eye views of
clients’ favorite places, and acrylic landscapes that play with dramatic perspectives. In Raised
Along the Penobscot, Maine’s longest river dominates a panorama edged in a mountain-
Eeaked horizon line, In The Owl, Baxter State Park’s boulder-speckled Daicey Pond assumes

he convex shape of the earth. “| want you to imagine yourself in the land, but also get the
sense that you're on the planet,” Brown says.

That sense of belongin% isn't so apparent when you cue up Google Earth. Brown says one of
the best parts of her job is sharn?jg rer approach with kids in map-making workshops. “| tell
them, ‘it's not just satellites and |\%|/tal data telling your mom’s phone what’s important.
What place makes you feel safe? What place makes you feel happy? Let’s put that on a

map.)))
e https://www.wmtw.com/article/maine-woman-creates-maps-that-are-works-of-art/36477832#
* https://www.wmtw.com/article/maine-woman-creates-maps-that-are-works-of-art/36477832



https://www.wmtw.com/article/maine-woman-creates-maps-that-are-works-of-art/36477832
https://www.wmtw.com/article/maine-woman-creates-maps-that-are-works-of-art/36477832
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Guy Larame

For Guy Laramée (previously), though, a books’ contents aren’t the only
important aspect either. The Montreal-based artist repurposes encyclopedic
volumes and series of dictionaries to create topographic carvings that dip
into and excavate the pages, framing the physical object as a work of art in
itself. Laramée’s latest projects include a piece with minuscule carved steps
scaling a mountainside and another with moss-covered ridges jutting up
from low valleys. His work titled “Journey to the Center of the” features two
side-by-side texts with a cavernous hole bored through them, piercing
entirely through to the other side.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2dvrs7sfD7g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zXGMJVZYIA



https://guylaramee.com/
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/?s=Guy+Laram%C3%A9e+
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2dvrs7sfD7g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lzXGMJvZYlA













Amy Genser

* https://www.thisiscolossal.com/tags/topography/

e https://www.google.com/search?qg=amy+genser&sxsrf=ALiCzsZflZxhrOf4Pb
VUKFyyfPt5Gnzufw:1669676417951&source=lnms&tbm=vid&sa=X&ved=2
ahUKEwi3oqCu dH7AhU9JkQIHRO2A90Q AUoBHoECAIQBg&biw=1297&bi
h=740&dpr=1#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:f57348d1,vid:NNXloLxZWYE

* https://www.google.com/search?g=amy+genser&tbm=vid&sxsrf=ALiCzsYdz
AplvfDQQUSbPLDIGAMXxjueuA:1669676421183&ei=hT2FY 3sCoPjkPIP77i
MmuAc&start=10&sa=N&ved=2ahUKEwi9w-Wv_dH7AhWDMUQIHW-
cCXcQ8NMDegQIDhAW&biw=1297&bih=740&dpr=1#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:
57fe6e5a,vid:vtin6Eh7Ljro



https://www.thisiscolossal.com/tags/topography/
https://www.google.com/search?q=amy+genser&sxsrf=ALiCzsZfIZxhrOf4PbyUKFyyfPt5Gnzufw:1669676417951&source=lnms&tbm=vid&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi3oqCu_dH7AhU9JkQIHRO2A90Q_AUoBHoECAIQBg&biw=1297&bih=740&dpr=1#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:f57348d1,vid:NNXIoLxZWYE
















Scott Reinhard

Scott Reinhard combines contemporary land elevations with historic maps to create
three-dimensional environments of a specific region, city, or state. To |oroduce the
digital maps, he pulls elevation data from the United States Geological Survey,
which he then embeds with location information and merges with the original
design of the old maps.

Producing these hybrids allows the Brooklyn-based graphic designer to gain a
better sense of the topography found in large areas without aerial photography,
while also developing a story from the cartogralphic information. He often selects
locations he has personally visited or is generally curious about for his digitally
produced works. “l am from Indiana, which always felt so flat and boring,” he
explains to Colossal. “When | began rendering the elevation data for the state, the
story of the land emerged. The glaciers that receded across the northern half of the
state after the last ice age scraped and gouged and shaped the land in a way that is
spectacularly clear.”

* https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2020/11/scott-reinhard-digital-maps/



https://scottreinhard.com/
https://www.usgs.gov/
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2020/11/scott-reinhard-digital-maps/
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Peter Bellerby

After a career in television, Peter Bellerby was running a music venue in London that
iIncluded a bowling alley, when he started a search for a special globe for his father's 80th
birthday. Not finding what he wanted, he set about making a globe himself by hand which
led to the founding of the company in 2008.21:]

Two globes were commissioned for the 2011 film Hugo.2l In 2012, the company hosted the
first globe exhibition at The Royal Geographical Society,¥ and in the same year, an egg-
shaped Bellerby ?Iobe was donated to The Faberge Big Eqgg Hunt charity for auction in
London. The auction raised £11,100 for the Elephant Faml% conservation movement. [citation
needed] A second "elg?" g?]lobe was auctioned at Sotheby's in

$25,000, for both Elephant Family and Action Tor Children.

* https://www.thisiscolossal.com/interviews/peter-bellerby/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ycHal9Pv0J4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A _m6émrfmmXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WT4Je9lbnl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26DKFLVIJKIM (6 mins)

ew York in 2014 and raised



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bellerby_%26_Co,_Globemakers#cite_note-MM-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bellerby_%26_Co,_Globemakers#cite_note-WIRED-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugo_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bellerby_%26_Co,_Globemakers#cite_note-MM-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Geographical_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bellerby_%26_Co,_Globemakers#cite_note-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Big_Egg_Hunt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elephant_Family
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sotheby%27s
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Action_for_Children
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/interviews/peter-bellerby/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ycHal9Pv0J4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_m6mrfmmXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WT4Je9lbnI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26DKFLVJKIM










Tiffany Chung

Tiffany Chung (Vietham/USA) Is noted for her cartographic drawings,
sculptures, videos, photographs, and theater performances that examine
conflict, migration, displacement, urban Brogress_ and transformation in
relation to |_storY and cultural memory. One of Vietham’s most respected
and internationa _Ity active contemporary artists, she recently presented a
major solo exhibition at the Smithsonian American Art Museum, T
Chung: Vietnam, Past Is Prologue (March — September 2019), which
organized as a response to the museum’s groundbreaking grou
show, Artists Respond: American Art and the Vietnam War, 1965-1975. In
%(%19, Tyler Rollins Fine Art presented passage of time, a solo exhibition by
ung.

Iffan
Ich was

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAgs-BTIUnl
* https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ngKvDbGvGKw



https://americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/chung
https://americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/vietnam
https://www.trfineart.com/exhibition/tiffany-chung-passage-of-time/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAgs-BTlUnI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ngKvDbGvGKw
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Claire Brewster

Claire Brewster uses old and out-of-date maps and atlases as her fabric to create
intricate, delicate and detailed sculptures and collages that have been described as
‘exquisitely ethereal’ by the Financial Times.

She believes nature is ever present, even in the most urban environments, taking
over wherever we neglect, living in a separate yet parallel universe. She takes
inspiration from the natural environment, creating entomological installations of
flora and fauna from imagined locations. Her birds, insects and flowers transcend
borders and pass freely between countries with scant regard for rules of
immigration or the effects of biodiversity. The sculptures are either pinned directly
onto the wall as a large scale installation or captured in box frames. The shadows
created when light shines on them, creates a dynamic three-dimensional quality
and evokes a feeling of movement.

* https://diehlgallery.com/artist/Claire Brewster/biography/



https://diehlgallery.com/artist/Claire_Brewster/biography/
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Assignment Suggestions...

* https://makingmaps.net/tag/maps-art/
e https://www.upcyclist.co.uk/2017/08/paper-artists-recycled-maps/

* Create an intimate map---a place that is important to you or use your
face outline as a template

* Create a collage that incorporates maps.

* Create a mythical map

* Deliberately distort a realistic image to reveal a different truth
* Play with a blueprint—or create your own (inaccurate one)

* Create a map that in the form of a mobile



https://makingmaps.net/tag/maps-art/
https://www.upcyclist.co.uk/2017/08/paper-artists-recycled-maps/

